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Cleveland, a Democrat, was elected President of the
United States, and the Republican party was out of
power. This ended Roosevelt's public life for a time, so
he bought the Elkhorn cattle ranch in North Dakota,
and for the next two years lived the rough, healthy, open-
air life of a cowboy. He did it thoroughly, too. While
on the ranch he ceased to be the rich young city man,
but spent his time herding and branding cattle, keep-
ing a look-out for rustlers, fighting prairie fires, and
sharing all the dangers and pleasures of the men on his
pay-sheet.

In 1886 Roosevelt returned to New York, and put up
as Republican candidate for mayor of the city, but was
defeated. Two years later, however, Benjamin Harrison,
a Republican, was elected President, and thereupon
Roosevelt was made a member of the United States Civil
Service Commission in Washington. The duties ofrthe
Commission were connected with the appointment of
persons to government posts. The members were sup-
posed to see that the different jobs were given to the
right people, but in the past, to a great extent, the
various appointments had been given to the friends and
favourites of the men in power, whether they were fitted
for the work or not. Roosevelt, with his usual honesty,
immediately set out to fight this practice. He declared
that government appointments should be given to the
men best qualified to fill them, and by so doing he
earned the hostility of a great many influential people.
Nevertheless, he remained true to his convictions, and
during his years in office over 20,000 government posts,
which previously would have been given to any Tom,